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secure any support, consented to resign her crown to
her son, Alfonso Ramon, and ended her unhappy and
disgraceful life so obscurely that the date of her death
is uncertain.
Alfonso el Batallador, or the Battle-fighter, is the
title given to her divorced husband, the first of his
name in Aragon, and a man of considerable ability,
who was able to take advantage of the death of Aben
Houd, the Arab emir of Zaragoza. Amad-el-Daoulah,
the son of that prince, was beset on the one hand by
the Almoravides, who had regained Valencia on the
death of the Cid, and on the other by the Aragonese;
but the city held out for four whole years against the
Batallador with the .same constancy as afterwards
made its name a proverb, until, in 1117, when half
the people were dead of hunger, Amad surrendered
on the same terms as had been granted to Toledo.
Zaragoza was supposed to have been the spot where
the Blessed Virgin had appeared to St. James, standing
on her pillar of jasper; and of course the pillar was"
discovered (though it had been a dream pillar), and
is extant still. Thus the city became the favourite
Aragonese shrine and place of pilgrimage, though
never equal in fame to Compostella; and Alfonso*
removed his court thither, so that it became a city
of tall castellated houses, each capable of making a
defence on its own account. Catalayud was soon after
taken ; and thus, in 1120, Alfonso was master of all
the lands forming the present province of Aragon.
Ali had in the .meantime been called to Africa by
an insurrection in Morocco. In his absence the
Cordovans, unable to bear any longer the insolence
of the Almoravid garrison, rose against them, killed a

